
-In 1919> in a manifesto to the ^workers of : the . world, the 2d Con¬ 
gress of the Communist International declared: ■ ; r : ; ... 


"Under the p 1 league of ;Nations ’ :flag,, the United . Spates made a n 
attempt. to extend to the other '-side of 'the ocean its. experience 
with, a federated oinificatrldn of- large, mplti-national masses — an 
attempt to. chain to its chariot of gold,...the ' peoples of Europe 
and Other parts of the .world, and',hring them .under ... Washington’s 
. rifle. In essence, the league of •Nations was intended to be a 
.wdrld monopoly corporation, ^.’Yankee;' and Co.’” .(Trotsky, 5 Years 
. of-ihe Communist . International .; .••voT. . 

1 ' The. US did not succeed..all. - thru that postwar period :in attaining 
.a World, monopoly corporation. • It took'.a second world war to bring 
Yankee v imperialism \to .a position where : she . V could ' dominate ■ v a league 
of nations' -- the'UNO. But -tliis time n Iso, she has, failed to achieve 
an international Yankee & Co., - And she ? ,or any other imperialist 
power,,no matter how great op -String -I mUst 'fail each time she tries. 

ImperialismliS: .that stage ofVcapitalism where the .earth is domi¬ 
nated by a few robber nations which have divided the earth among 
themselves-. Capitalist production is production for a market. The 
imperialist countries : as., well'as the small capitalist nations fight 
for that market: in. ; peacetime - and .in ^ wartime/.:,-Their treaties and deals 
and agreements and' alliances- are merely, stepping stones toward the 
goal coveted by each power:• world'domination. Consequently, whatev¬ 
er bloc or organization - they create, will be of a loose or temporary 
character. Certainl^-'-lt will not 5: determine. ”p©|icy- ; for its backers 
but will, conform in policy to the; agre.em'ehts .made between the powers. 

Lenin ; discussed this ■question- in 1915. and;earn©ito ‘the conclus¬ 
ion that, unity of even European ;capitalism in phS. organization was 
impossible of,achievement r ' ; . . v .. 

”...in the epoch of the-"highest/’development ^-of capitalism, the 
plunder of• ‘about a billion of the.earth/s population by a handful 
.of-•great powers: is organized! ' If© other ' organization is possible 
• .under .capitalism. .Give up polonies, ’spheres" •of, influence, ’ export 
. ’ of capital?-- To think'-this .is possible means-sinking to the -level 

..,of ;‘-a little'minis ter v.wh6 preaches to the rich every Sunday about 
the - greatness' -Of - Christiani.ty; -and advises them to give to the poor, 
if not several; Milfoils i ; st'least several hundred rubles yearly. 

”A United States of Europe under capitalism-is equiva lent, to an 
agreement to divide up the colonies. UndS^'-bapitalism, however, no 
other basis, no other principle of division.is- possible except 
force...War does not contradict the principles of private property 
— on the contrary, it is a direct and inevitable Sevelovment o f 
those principles...” 




« 0 f course temporary /agreements between capitalists aridi . between 
the powers-' -are.' possible; • In this 5 saris e theiUnited St ate s^-of Eur¬ 
ope is possible -.as'.an agreement between the European .capitalists 
J '_ -but- what for? Only, forthepurposeef - jointly . ,;. suppressing;• . 
socialism in Europe, of jointly,protecting colonial booty against . 
Japan and America^ .'.which feel badly treated by the present divis¬ 
ion of colonies....» yf .- ■•’'■'if L i: -1 - eL l---:-" c..-. .-'-vf ? ■■ '- ••• “ - : 

’’The United State?,-of ;the .WorM : (not of Europe alone): is. , a state 
form of national‘federation .and national"freedom■•.which.' .we-.connect 
with socialism - until the complete victory of • communism brings 
about the tot.ai-4isappetence of the 'State.-’’ "-(-The United, state s 
of Europe Slogan . ■ S W vol Vj .. PP 139-141)';" . -Vt . ; ;■'■ lb ,-v. ‘ 

Here is contained :i th© answer, to -all -the. :-hogwas.hwritten. • about 
San Francisco, the. UN.O, - world peace,- storpingagressiop, etc.etc.: 

The UNO is- rothing. more, nor- less than • &, leE-gue rof - riatlohs j .tuae 

domination .of iUS imperialism. It 'represents _ the second attempt by a 
big power to,, organize- the ..-world for imperialist, exploitation"Under 
cover of an elaborate.. structure and ■ vague verbiage, it ..is . another 
thieves’ kitchen which will brew and stew-and scheme and horse trade • 
and decide -nothing fundamental with regard, - to -anything..y. --r e-e . 

The recent to-do ..over .Iran and' .the..So vi e t -; Union; revealed .., .its 
true character* -, .After •all.the solemn.; conclaves ■. and ... parliamentary 
pronunc lament os* the whol-e business involving 2 .-’^member-nations . ,.. w^s.:. 
settled out of. court J. The. UNO -merely ‘provided ,,a- talk shop,:, a press-:, 
ure valve. -,The : vital. issues were privately dealt with by -the : 2 coun¬ 
tries : immediately..concerned * .while US -and, Br itain.-, eoge.r..'ted.: pres sure _m 
their own. interests.-:'both ,inside .and-'.outside...the./UNO-uframework.,.-;. And.- 

SO it. will vgflt^‘ - ye-eei Llr :.Lcrylio-.-r w., ; 

This is repeating -, a the;'experience of the .fir.st ’league : of Na- • 
tions. When • Italy.‘pade a. grab; :for .'Ethiopia the-; ! iiberals and . reform-., 
ists were busy appealing to the authority of that , thieves’. kitchen, _, v 
They wanted the League to apply sanctions. But there was no unified 
policy pnrsuad-by the member nations... / Each dideas.y her: own ^national ■' 
capitalist policy dictated....-- Eyeri when the League finally:.did vote- 
sanctions,- Italy continued to do o-s she .pleasedy-and eo, - too> did the 
other nations-Agreements, or; authority of the -.-League: centered primer 
rily ar.ound tariff , tr.ade .pacts,. etcr -. L. - , - f f. eff ' ' ' Py-" 

The liberals; :-sn^, social reformists are .therefhPe^perpetrating._ _a 
criminal; betrayal"when-"they-hold-, thie. riP-..as.thea ih'ope-: of . ; the world, 
the way to peace and freedom. They.are covering up the brutal ex¬ 
ploitation and;, plunder which 'iunderiiesvbhie- UNQ .- yThey-. are ; -once, ag¬ 
ain leading .they; workings class to .support,.’‘).f- imperialist.- war 1 a : : 

; TO': fight, imperiaiism; .one; must recognize;.its .true^.predat.o.r.y chia^ 
racterV You cannot reconcile.; the bombing -of, Javanese - workers and 
peasants with support of the UNO on.which sityBritaln^and the, Nether¬ 
lands. You cannot support the Greek proletariat and at.the same time 
recognize the ’’democracy’’ of a. Greek bourgeois puppet sitting in. the 
UNO, Either one supports the working’Class or one supports the bour¬ 
geoisie, The UNO is no middle road. The Stalinists dissolved the 3d 






•International .and .embraoeci-.- thieves kitchen-.; The So- 

'cialist will- continue to-neplQrCttliie..direction in .•which .it 'is "ten¬ 
ding." They have made stiffIclentiy Clear which side they support. 

But one can also capitulate to"it while cursing it out. There- 
; in lies'the;icrime of’those Who raise.it to the level of some imper¬ 
ialist 'Juggernaut* some,world .super-state. As the revolutionary 
'wave in thevfar."East. advances .theYUNO -will emerge more openly as a 
counter-revolutionary center. .It may even'he the form under . which 
imperialist intervention.-against tlipf Soviet Union takes place. But 
the menace to the working class'will'come'from the armed forces, of 
the imperialist member-nations and not from the- UNO per se. The 

main enemy of the working class will still be its "own" imperialist 
oppressors and not the UNO. Except-as there is joint agreement among 
the powers UNO cannot move with any effectiveness. It would be crim¬ 
inal to tell the proletariat of Java that the main counter-revolu¬ 
tionary force is not at -London and- Amsterdam but in the Bronx! It 
would be criminal to tell the British'and- Dutch workers that the way 
to aid the Javanese •.revolution- is by weakening the economy and armed 
forces of the UNO! .• •... ■ . • • ' , -V/;:/ y;; 

. When so-called revolutionary outfits echo the bourgeois propa¬ 
ganda about d World police--force, v they ...are calling into question the 
nature ' of capitalism, and,; imperialism.,'^ and' disorienting the working 
, class struggle A ’The RWL; for’ example', ppeaks' of this "international 
police . 'force"-'- assomething. whiph' thg,; US will create "because it "is 
determined' to“ have the means' ..legally;' for crushing; &ny 'and: all. revol¬ 
utions ." (I nternational News 4/48) iWat' the-devi'l- Ire; they- talking 
.about? US KEYfS says' quite openly ( Blueprint for UNU Police . 4/5/46): 

"A world police force very,different'fpom"-'that popularly expected 
is now-approaching the -blueprint (stdi'e^ !^at is to emerge from 
the blueprints> months hence, is' to be ; et ; world police -force that 
will heither -police..the world nor.have overwhelming ;' force. 

FPopular notions -of. an all-powerful^' strongly unified world -, pol¬ 
ice force. ..are.not in the minds of the.•■‘Military Staff., Committee 
of the United Nations Organization now meeting in New York.,. 

"Instead,"what is? to develop out,, of,, th,e UNO’s Military Staff Com- 
' ml t tee is a- series of, commitment s,/nil ti oh v by I nation, to earmark 
certain foree-s -f or the -use. of UNO' pn. a Aeny - as and if basis.. All 
national forces earmarked are. to fema’iir integral parts ( of each 
nation’s armed force, until called upon for duty by UNO. But none 
may be called up by-UNO without 'unanimous agreement of the Big 
Five. , ; -... •■>. " ‘ 


?! There is 1( poi.bp no.merged, unified World, force constantly petrol¬ 
ing the trouble ’ spots Of the world.'for U.NO c ," ; -. 

"The fact that, ’each- of--the Big. Five-can- veto-,Use;-of the world po¬ 
lice force means'' that the; force will, not. le/US.ed against the ter¬ 
ritory or interests-' of -the vetoing nation., 

"This- xetpf-Qn’thd-' use'- of -UNO’s, ppli-de-fbr..c,e. is not limited, how¬ 
ever, to-''llie Big FIve,»^UN ; ';:;y I f y; . . • . 
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"The only place where UNO could send its police force.., _ there— 
fore, is a nation or area in which the Big Five has no interest. 
Whether such an area exists is dubious. 

»us policy .toward UNO’s wbrid police force is to cooperate fully 
in establishing if, but' not to expect much from it. . .If force be¬ 
comes'necessary, “the US will have to rely upon its own military 
.strength. : " . . - .. : .../ .// 


True internationalism^ true world unity will be achieved only by 
the working ;/c la's’siThe UNO' is no substitute for international'work¬ 
ing class-solidarity. It is no substitute;for the building of the 
world revolutionary party - a new international. The task of world 
proletarian .revolution' still faces us/if we wish to abolish capital¬ 
ism and imperialism. ' . . . 

' . - ' :■•■■: ' 4/7/46 
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The stockholders of Montgomery Ward, at their annual meeting on 
April 26th, heard the happy ending to the story of government "seiz¬ 
ure:" . : '•/;/•■■;• ’ ,'■ : /,. ■ 

"Seizure, of 'Montgomery Ward, by the ■ a-rmy had -no ’ substantial ’ ad¬ 
verse effect ..on either sales or profits, said John-A. Barr, ass¬ 
istant secretary. The army paid out of government funds to oper¬ 
ate the company over 1 million dollars more than it took in and 
. ^ -Ward voluntarily has paid the government • all but. $325,000 of that 

’ amount, said Barr. - • '/'- 

"’The..ni,anag;emerit .believes that this $325,000 is more than suffi¬ 
cient to offset all .the extra expenseand damage -resulting from 
the seizure, r 'he .said..." (Chicago - TRIBUNE, April 27, 1946^ p. 17) 

So at last the full story is out. ;fFor-attempting to smash its 
workers’ union, fordefying the WlB orders and resisting government 
seizure, the. government"punishds Montgomery Ward by giving it\a) the 
temporary use of Over 1 million dollars as -operating capital and (b) 
an outright subsidy of ..$325,000, ; ' // ; '. " . . / 

Here is thd/phony "impartiality" of "dur" government. Here is 
the' low-down on the government’s "getting 'tough" with Montgomery 
Ward. That company'‘could well adopt as its slogan, "Seizure me Uncle I 
I love it."’ ;/' . '••;/• 


' ■ //'/ NOTE - on-, the following, article . . . 

. The article on >the” following pages is based on a speech deliv¬ 
ered to about--two-hundred. workers in a forum .discussion of Russia. 
It was delivered at'the .time the Red Army was-advancing on Berlin 
and its main purpose-was to drive-home the .difference between a 
purely military Russian victory and a victory for the October Rev¬ 
olution.' • We present it,'with some elaborations .-and additions, at 
this time in an attempt to make clearer ..and? mor -specific the ques¬ 
tion of the class struggle as it exists in the Soviet Union. 
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THE CLASS S TRIMBL E CjW 

1. The Soviet Union is theproductof the;;;;class; struggle -betweek 
workers and capitalists which, reached its most';"open- and; decisive ex¬ 
pression in 1917: Revolution. It was established by'- the working 
class which., armed with a ..revolutionary program and leadership, ous¬ 
ted the bourgeoisie from power and .set up a dictatorship over it• 
The Bolshevik program was based; on a recognition and analysis* of the 
class struggle . In the imperialist, war of 1914-18 they hewed to 
this line, placing the workers'^Interests higher than the :capital¬ 
ists 1 war. .They were' not content, with.'the socalled democracy of- the 
Entente powers. They were for .proletarian dictatorship. Their pro¬ 
gram was clearly demarcated from that of the Mensheviks 1 , rival work¬ 
ing class organization. The. Mensheviks were pro-war, pro-capitalist 
democracy,; against proie.ta^an'.'iro.ie•; '.Had their program been follow¬ 
ed there would have been- no r.evolutiQp and ;kp Soviet Union. 

The Bolshevik program was internationalist. In fact, it called 
for the creation of a new international.They did not regard Russia 
as merely an oppressed country with a bad tsar — they worked for 
world social revolution. The Russian Revolution was the first in a 
revolutionary wave that shook Europe tPiitsfoiindations and forced 
the . ' warring imperialist nations tb declare peace. It is the 
symbol of the one positive‘answer:to explbitatibn and war. It is the 
answer to.all,reformists and anti-politicos. The workers seized pow¬ 
er in revolutionary ^struggle, ,held,it and wielded it. Millions of o- 
thers all over the world — from India to the US —• saw its signifi¬ 
cance and broke; from; their prorwey* pro-capitalist leaders. 

2. Proletarian victory in the; Soviet;’tJnien did hoty end the class 

struggle there.. Theclass/struggle;Will Continue;’ to; exist as long 
as a remnant of capitalist economy, does.: yictbryUhowever, gave the 
proletariat; the upper hand. . Its .Clabs; interest was expressed thru 
the workers state, the organizationl'bf economy,' the steps ’taken to 
eliminate capitalist .economy.;.'; ,; ' ; ; , ; ^ ; / 

.Thus the economy dn ; Russia under the Dictatorship of the Prole¬ 
tariat: was .represented; by 2 sections, hostile to eaoh other: On 'the 
one hand, were the banks,,' basic industry and trtista and the trans¬ 
port industry which were nationalized by the workers state — a sec¬ 
tor of ieconomy within which the, profit motiye, had been abolished. On 
the other hand,; we.revtjb®;;h ; ost' : of peasants, small 'traders., artisans 
and petty commodity -producers Who made up. ,'a sector , of the economy 
still ©otibated by. profit, still impelled tbWard .exploitation of la¬ 
bor-and .growth' into actual capitalists. . / :; ; ; . ; * 

flowing out;of t,he heritage from capitalismthere were _ a 11 
sorts of bourgeois hangovers in tlie ‘form 'of living 'habits, fboUght; 
patterns and, more materially, individuals and strata such as offi¬ 
cers ant civil servants who were not too well off economically but 
thru their associations and activities were capitalist in outlook. 

The proletariat was faced with the task of strengthening the 
socialist segment of the economy and combatting the capitalist per- 
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tion and thee&pltalisteldeologies. . ThiB; Cauid;:;te; done• only by org¬ 
anizing those.uspheres;-, dominated by the.--capitalists, on ,a socialist 
basis, by training and educating ev.er more workers, to administer the 
new economy*' ’’Every cook «f statesman” was ■ L'enih’s-'.slogan. To 
do this, to prevent the petty bougeois careerists, • the.^already 
trained. civil, ; ;'seryants ..of-the bourgeoisie, from usurping these func¬ 
tions and twisting;, their-positions.-to'advance the. interests'. ; '-of the.. . 
capitalist- elements in • the’< country,,;required constantP;'struggle and 
vigilance - by ‘ the' proieth-ridt. : It. - necessitated ' strong-* - proletarian 
. organizations /such-aS; trade unions,. factory committees,.''workers.’, and 
peasants soviets. It .involved;knowing how to. split the ranks ..of the 
non-proletarian elements such;as the:peasantry. d pP •‘fddi ’ ; "p"- 

Thus in the countryside, one-must:;.know how to deal' with the 
poor and middle peasants so that they-will fight the big.firmerSfwho ... 
try to oppress even.; them* -At the same.;time, it invol.ves guarding '?.- .' 

gainst even the small farmers dominating.the proletariat.fThTSPCl&ss : ’' 

split, in the , countryside,.was accomplished thru unions -of r-agriotiltura ; 
al workers, committeesv.-ofr;poor peasants,-;greater representation in 
the. rural soviets to. agricultural workers .-and poor, peasants.P-fP'- - 

In the "city, it means : that workers r.must get a larger share of 
the surplus value they .produce ..turned .back it o' them in the form of 
services-such as housing,; recreation, centers, etc. ‘ Distribution of 
goods ...should be ihG : res,'|ed, ; with /workers, given preference. -.iQare must 
be taken to.‘see, that- ;; iiheyire -mot mulctedaby the middle ...men, petty , 
traders, etc...’ ... d..,1V*...',, . . ... • o f ‘; d" i: P' .P. P f. '■ 

This "is a continuous Struggle —r not necessarily ' • by.. force of lai. ;■ 
arms — : whidh cannot stop even though the.‘revolution has been suc¬ 
cessfully made-.-and the/-worikefs have cpipe-..to power .rP If;rthe proletar¬ 
iat ceases JLts .alertness^ ceases to struggle, against;; the . elements' P-' ; ' 
and. remnants of capitalism,,, -these same ;elements .will p push -. forward'- - 
and try once again. %o-.exploit and, dQfea:t., ; the working:'..class. 

4. This Is, .exactly'.wh-at .has been occurring ." -in- the P Soviet Union. p>- :? • 
The workers, seized power-; they forcibly overthrew fsand -^smashed-. fthe-p pp 
capitalist state-;, they. -set . up a workers state ba f s«;d ; oion ■ ..Soviets’.. or ' * 
councils. Under the ,revolutionary .leadership of the. .Bolshevik' Party - ; 
they forged ahead. They licked the physical' outside capitalist in¬ 
tervention., on 18.,.fronts*. They dealt with the p-rob 1 cm Of.;' gefti ng; pthe', 
factories running.againthed production■of food.; -in the e doi^-tryside a-.; 

after .th/S.vas t$CtionV by t civil war a^;,.l';ihterventi®h.»d ;;Thisc ; p : 

was a. ’ . .^'^I^^ackvsi^rd -a - ; country , v ;f ;ir^;Uerme;i^;brethe5US e i *. u 

had. ther; ! 3..', / be_en.n’".successful. ...revolution, it...would.-■ hhve.-;.;b;.een,;f-«'.-r ehsid 
er becaus'e 'of their greater' Indus trializait ion,' higher productivity, 

-and smaller, percentage..of vsmall farmers - end: tradesmen.or.if '.C.e-thf.. 

In' the course'' of' this tremendous job the party succumbed. Under 
the pressure of adverse conditions — an unfavorable . international 
situation, poverty and disorganization, the illiteracy "and backward-'' 
ness of a large section of the population— opportunist tendencies 
seeking to gain relief by compromising with;cupitallsm, by watering 
down the party program, cropped up within the party. Stalin headed 
just such £ tendency and after a long, involved and bitter struggle 
succeeded. 


m seizing control' of the party. Essentially this intra-party 
struggle was a reflection of the class struggle in the country be¬ 
tween workers and well-to-do peasantry;"Small 'traders, etc. 

, Stalin's victory in collaboration with these non-working class 
forces represented the .weakening of-the‘proletariat's resistance to 
capitalisra'i ■ A policy of class peape..‘was ■gradually .substituted for one 
of class; struggle. A' compromise-was'effected' ; with‘'the .peasants, es¬ 
pecially ..the large ones. They were given a larger .share of the na¬ 
tional income., told to enrich themselves:.- Ihe burbcracy in the Com- 
Party and in the. government/.apparatus'resisted the pressure 
working ; class forces which were putting'forth a program of 
mdustrialxnation with th$ end of using: the - pfodiibixye powers of the 
economy to;better the liyirig standards-of:the-masses.. There was a 
dearth of .^consumer goods ; as a result of the elass Collaboration line 
of the hurocracy which inflicted .suffering on botlr workers and farm- 
ers* : . ... . .; ••• . i, . t : i </ .11 . •:.* 1 ; 

Tp^carry out this line the leadership was forced " to cut down 
more and more on working class control and expression.. The role of 
the_ soviets was reduced, to a mere, shadow; the" trade: unions decreased 
m influence* shop committee's and other • working"cldss/ organs were 
emasculated.... One ^ of the'forms, this process assumed: ; was: the idea 
that the-leadership was not to be questioned, the 'pafty could do no 
wrong, e/t?c. The. Stalinists,, kulaks, nepuren all in One way .or another 
benefitte.d. from the enormous prestige enjoyed: by the Communist Party 
as leader of the revolution '■—-. they used this party now to put thru 
an anti-working class policy. 

Naturally the Stalinist lime of class''Collaboration did not? 

S j tuf class;.struggle. It did ; mean ,that: the-class struggle was wag¬ 
ed. with, the .worker being piif more and more■■/. atva : ' - disadvantage. The 
same .process, occurred here ...when, .the . trade -union buroeracy pledged to 
the capitalist government that there would be no strikes in wartime 
The. class' struggle continued but the workers were put in ©...weaker 
position by the class collaboration policy of/thei'r : leader^.. ■ 

-® 1 ®' program,' bf -classv peape . was. not limited to the territory of 
the _ Soviet Union.,: Ii'was expressed also, in the foreign J'policy of 
trying.. to _ reconcile ’the* - dic tatorship . of •the''.: , ' .prble.taf iatl with the • 
world Capitalistpsystem It was expressed in the policy of: the Stal¬ 
inist parties all.: over "the world, "The. offensive against ’. capitalism ' 
launched by the .Srd.-lhtefhatiorial,. the/pall'forresolution in the 
tradition,of the Russian^ proletariat,: was .abandoned in "favor of a 
bogus ''defense :of- the Soviet' Union»,:■ a strategy nf-papitalfst power 
politics instead- of .a: strategy for" revolution, "we: in 'Russia will 
survive and the devil with the international working class. 

Agaip thjs bears:a" striking.resemblance to the policy of Murray 
or Greeb whose .strategy is based oh.maintaining -the"priveleged' posi¬ 
tion^ which they have won and an utter disregard for -the'problems of 
other workers— often in the same trade or :indhstfy,.d'- 

They trumpetP-d: noh-awgression pacts — as tho any capitalist na¬ 
tion could be non-agressive. They rendered political support to 
the Beoples Front in Spain and gs.ve no support at all to the revolu¬ 
tionary working class forces. 







6€ - These policies;' enabled : the . capitalist elements* • to grove until, 

they 'won a recognized -positionin; the,hurocrac.y-v.,. They pushed f or¬ 
ward unpil they, felt stropg enough to wrest a good-portion of the 
apparatus ; out . of tige haftda of- the Stalinist’, .clique -.which in turn had 
usurped: it /f rom the proletariat.;U p - : . : 

; The : ;193Tjtrials'-and the -Stalin’.constitut’tQn_were highlights in 
this process'. Even thb Soviets were ■officia.lly .liauidated in 1936 by 
the adoption of this hew constitution,-the. opeu reign.of terror ag¬ 
ainst the working •-clnss tl-id-not begin' until-after; it .was promulgated.' 
There are^^twotreasons^iorf thist l^The Stalinist party in the process, 
of yielding; tplttie'■bourgeois'-pressure had 1 ; gone as- far ’as it could — 
it was losing .ground 'in;the 'whole .relationship :to. the capitalist el¬ 
ements..' It no ..longer pr 6ved useful -to -people -who . were impatient of ■ 
working thru' : socIaI reformism.,'-who /Wanted: a place:in the : sun. 

Sj The. working class of the Soviet Union was . resentful-., of 
these changes,..the Spanish revolution was causing considerable dis¬ 
satisfaction with the policy-of the'burocracy,which refused to tend¬ 
er .aid to the ; Spanish revolution.••■n:'This ‘. dissatisfaction expressed 
itself finally* 1 indemonstrations in .Moscow for aid to the Spanish 
R evolution -*• the Soviet proletariat remained.' true to its revolution¬ 
ary. heritage . They forced aid to Spain — 'which; ofcourse was mis¬ 
directed by the *• burocracy- into bourgeois channels-. • 

The,, capitalist‘eleients 'retaliated-.by striking back at the 
workers,directly or-indirectly". terrorizing them. .. In: the- course of 
this, the extreme right wing of the burocraeyitried; to ’sweep - the 
Stalinists, completely out of power. The 1937 purges resulted in a" 
profound change' ih the 1 social'composition of - the * CPSU. Previous to 
1937, the. CP had consciously attempted to'recruit: primarily ; .from the 
workers, and poor'peasants'and-to maintain them-as' the dominant numer¬ 
ical. element; in.tjiefpkrtyvt After the 1937 purges- which were pri¬ 
marily a terror campaign -against' the working .class; —.such ideas were 
dropped and the; dominant', party--element ;became-..estate officials, - man- 
agers, engineers, technicians, -army Officers, ,etc.: - ’’hen the tumult 
and. the, shooting died, the. apparatus was manned by a whole new set- of 
bur.ocrats who . ass'umed. a. jri'dt-e and more; dominant l.position in relation 
to the' Stalinists ;left in : the'*apphra : tusvyu ■ 

7. Only now..was the newyconstitutioh P-ble ■ to. be .fully applied. Only 
now wastits-: significance -rev ; ealed. ’Under the old 'constitution the 
working class ' tho a. minority of ' the -.population..''had; ■ the hegemony 
that Is, /the pity, sfoviets had' ; represehtation''on.the basis of I _fpr 
every : 25,000 ,'while the country or : rural soviets were'on- ;.the basis of 
1 for \evefy' 125,000. 7 ; The'-new; Cons ti tut ion took representation off its* 
open class "basis -- ' It provided -a flat -1-for.'every -300,000* Not only 
did.,. this., cut ...down on. the number of representatives, much more imports 
ant ,,'.It. % pUt ;the'Urbah proletariat 1ft a-phrliment&ery - minority as a- 
gainst,,.thdV rural;- peasantry;■ ■ : The- Dictatorship of the Proletariat was 
struck a'sev-re blow. : • - 

.... - The land — ©. monopoly of the workers state, something the. pro¬ 
letariat. Iu; alliance- with the peasantry : had ;.mad.e. ; a' revolution in or¬ 
der to ,natl0'nali‘ze'and to socialize’'' : — v/as--'in'part given back to the 
peasantry ‘ and- the' 'better ; ‘of f onet at ; that * “ The; collectives were al¬ 
lowed title and ownership to the land they, worked and lived. on for¬ 
ever. The peasants within the collectives were: further allotted in- 




dividual plots.to own and farm and soil their produce individually. 


The encourggement and growth of bourgeois practices and the re¬ 
sultant disadvantageous position cf the proletariat was reflected 
also in the educational decrees pi omulgated,in 1940, Education, in¬ 
stead of becoming.increasingly available to the lowest strata of the 
working class, was reinforced-as a'prop to the more priveleged seed'. 
tions of society. The last 5 years of secondary school were no lon¬ 
ger free. All universitiesr'colleges and technical schools likewise 
charged for tuition. The foes ranged from 50 to. 500 rubles per mon¬ 
th; compared with the average wage of 150-900 rubies, a month, it. will 
he seen how far out of reach*higher education has become. - 


. .. The capitalist force was not content■ with the schackling of sci¬ 
ence,, taking it out of the reach of the working els. ss, trying to 
take powerful weapons out of .their hands. They achieved --an open sanc¬ 
tion of .superstition and backwardness thru the legalisation of the 
church, . This, master class organization had for centuries helped -to 
keep the poor- and ignorant in subjection, has fought 'the advance of 
science and social development. "Th Russia it -was a center for the 
counter-revolution and consis tently opposed the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. It was outlawed and the priestly caste disfranchised 
in the..early days.' It had a strohg hold on’the-peasantry, its recog¬ 
nition today can only mean a desire ;'on the part of the ruling - buro- 
cracy to make peace with the enemies of the involution, to wash away 
its gains, to substitute ikons for tractors in the. countryside. 

All these actions point to the fact that: under .the forms of the 
-new, the old is advancing. The class struggle takes place with the 
capitalist elements on the offensive and- the proletariat and. its in¬ 
stitutions in retreat. ■ ; .J. 

8, . ! ,:Bu:t;.whe.t of. the 5-year plans, industrialization the compari- 
tively better position of national minorities/- the heroic defense of 
the Soviet-Union against German imperialist intervention? All these 
-positive .phenomena do exist or have-occurred. But each has been dis¬ 
torted -:in execution. Each has been twisted so that the proletariat is 
•robbed of the. full fruits. The .full possibilities have not been real¬ 
ized. .. 

Take for example jt^he 5-year .plans; - How slow the burocracy was 
even to institute them!’. What,-'a mess they found themselves in be¬ 
cause' 1 they • were-, afraid" to wage'' the .; class struggle against the peas¬ 
antry boldly! .•l\hat-unnecessary sacrifices were imposed on the prole¬ 
tariat in order to achieve them I It is not enough • to .point to fac¬ 
tories" and: say this was'achieved udder Stalin, -therefore Stalin or 
those.: to the. right of - him ore good'. It is necessary to understand 
that no matter.how progressive a development may appear, there is no 
guarantee .that within it or alongside, of it there are no modifying or 
destructive factors. On.e cannot lose, oneself in building factories 
and Ignore-the ^iouidation of soviets-, restoration of the church, etc. 
The same forces that are responsible for the-latter will arrest the 
development of the former and disrupt the whole economy. 


This is-what the.- reformists and centrists fail to see. They will 
criticize the surface, phenomena arid accept the .economic phenomena at 
face value;"-They will' def end' the.Soviet Union without fighting 
the . burocracy-. They will criticize and condemn, the Soviet Union for 
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terror against the workers. But nowhere will they show positively 
how to defend it or how to end the terror. They have accepted the 
premise that the burocracy is all right in certain fields, but they 
fail to show that the advances made by the Soviet Union are shot 
thru with contradictions , that the weaknesses and distortions are 
to be found not only in the GPU but in the 5-year plans and in the 
advance of the Red Army. And they will be totally unprepared for.the 
counter-revolution when it openly emerges. 

.The whole question of the conduct of the war is very germane. 
Despite all the military show and the arrival of the Red Army in 
burocracy conducted no real defense of the Dictatorship 
oi the Proletariat. Their policy did not extend the social relation- 
s r-!-P s , ? stabllshed ' b y October; it did not strengthen the economic in- 

d j nS ‘ contrary, they aided world capitalism by using 

the Red Army as a prop against revolution in every territory into 
w hich it was sent. . 

First they made an agreement' with German imperialism during 
w hich they supported it ideologically and even physically by holding 
back the revolution in those territories they occupied simultaneously 
no£§ G fu ma ? y * Then, when Germany broke the 1939 pact and attacked the 
UbbK, the burocracy turned around and made identical agreements' with 
US and British imperialism* And the revolution in Greece, Italy, Ru¬ 
mania, China was stymied and held back with their aid. From ideolog- 
lcal support to German imperialism they switched overnight to ideolog- 

S u PP°^t 9^ British and Yankee imperialism. From blocking with 
the bourgeois isolationists in the US, for example, the. Stalinist 
party moved to blocking with the bourgeois interventionists. The war' 

1 or markets and profits - s uddenly became a holy we r, a "people’s war'.’ 

• , burocracy today boasts of its preparedness and the manner 

in which they stood off the German at tack.. In reality, they did no¬ 
thing of the sort. Their sole role consisted..in making ■ it. easier for 
imperialism to intervene. Our "practical men" who for years had fol¬ 
lowed a policy of trying to play off’the imperialist nations against 
each other, who banked on imperialist peace to ensure the safety of 
the Soviet Union, were caught completely by surprise by the German 
attack. For years they had told the Russian proletariat that the 
mam job was in the Soviet Union, to forget the workers' struggles 
elsewhere in the world. They remained true to their nationalist po¬ 
licy. what should have been the signal for an appeal to the working 

class of the world to defend the Soviet Union served only to tie the 

burocracy more tightly to the coat-tails of imperialism. The buro- 
crats greeted , the German attack with dead silence . When they rallied 
their bourgeois vison was clearly revealed y— they scurried to Wash¬ 
ington and to Downing St. The tremendous influence of the Soviet U- 
nion on the world working class was used'only to tie the latter also 
to the coat-tails of the bourgeoisie. : y. " 

.Within the army, the same struggle which had ".convulsed the coun- 
,T, P T937 burocracy vs. the masses and the "bourgeois• elements 

within the burocracy.vs. the Stalinists --had resulted in abolishing 

a H clnss considerations in recruiting and in constructing the offic¬ 
ers corps. The, privilege of. bearing arms was given in the 1936 con¬ 
stitution to "all citizens," whereas previously ,it had been limited to 
workers and poor peasants, . The officers corps was also;.thrown open 









to all regardless of class background and thiu raised educational re¬ 
quirements for entrance, the sons of .the well-to-do were favored over 
the_workers and poor peasants. Rank was restored with higher pay,sa¬ 
luting, and other aspects of bourgeois discipline. The soldiers So¬ 
viets had been liauidated, and consequently no-direct rank and file 
control existed. When war broke out, the mass of the workers were 
denied arms to fight against-the'Nazis and when the masses forced the 
distribution of arms, as in Moscow, this workers' militia was thrown 
•under the wheels of the Nazf£ : juggernaut without the support of the 
Red-Army proper. : The whole military policy was of a bourgeois char¬ 
acter, excluding the mass-of the 'people and -depending on the troops 
under the control of the bourgeoisified officers corps. 

This policy - enabled .German imperialism to-drive deep into Russia. 
Germany was stopped not by a revolutionary German proletariat but by 
the dead; bodies of millions of Rhssian workers’ a. nd peasants. The A- 
llied imperialists approved of this policy wholeheartedly. The Soviet 
Union was physically Weakened while it acted asos stopgapagainst Ger¬ 
many, and at the same time German capitalism and capitalism all over 
Europe.-was allowed to continue unchallenged by the "leaders" of Russ¬ 
ia ’s: defense. ... a- .-i 1 ” - 


This policy reveals 
the leadership, its 
of the 


■- more sharply than all else thd 3 bankruptcy of 

- j., r «— completedy&ii'enation from the program end policies 

October Revolution and t-hdP Bolshevik Party. The'' Soviet Union 
grew up as an answer to World War I. Its present leadership could not 
apply the same iesfsdn WoildlWaif 11 and say to the world' proletariat: 
"We fight for- Socialism and" a workers’’government all over the world". 
In short , _ when the-orUclal test b'ame, they had no class answer to the 
bourgeoisie. " They de-secrated' the whole achievement of the ."October 
Revolution by identifying it in the eyes of the world with the imper¬ 
ialists, just as : -they desecrate it today by sitting in t^e UNO, by 
making power‘politics-deals with.the"bourgeoisie of China, Iran, etc. 

9. : ; 'The burocro-cy ifoved even further to the'right in : the course of 
the- whi* Us ing the sentiments and’ desire's of the proletariat to de¬ 
fend their social 'Conquests ■ ’ against. Imperialist intervention, they 
subordinated all---to "military-necessity". And in typical opportun¬ 
ist fashion justified any instrumentality which would, help in the phy¬ 
sical struggle regardless of its economic, political 1 ' or social 
implic; tions and long term effects. Thus the resurrection'of bid na¬ 
tionalist tradition and ideology — appeals to carry on in the' spirit 
of the-- reactionary' czarist sttuggle’ against Napoleon; establishment 
of military orders in-honor of reactionary czarist generals, etc. The 
growth cf this' tendency represented not only opportunist catCh-als- 
catch^can policy in regard to defense, but’the conscious'promulgation 
of a Great Russian nationalist policy on the part of the more'open 
bourgeois elements. 'Thb military ruling caste- in the army 1 gfbw’- in 
power and prestige during'this period as a result. 

The army unfortunately was not the sold 5 scene of.growth of the 
bourgeois elements. The Cl -was dissolved 'ih- : this period, indication 
that the Stalinists were be pushed still further out of the apparatus. 
The Church has beebme more prominent. A definite;tendency toward Pan¬ 
slavism is obvious* Atithis writing it is hot possible to estimate 
the further economic inroads made by the bourgeois elements. 








Trie'greatest betrayal of the ; leadership is yet to come — in the 
form;of laying the.Soviet Union ;open, to still another imperialist mil¬ 
itary intervention. They are now priSaehing a line of class collabor¬ 
ation with the imperialist forces who /are dying to conquer and ex¬ 
ploit -the one-sixth of the earth's surface 1 occupied by the proletar¬ 
ian dictators hip. In the face of these enemiesthey are disarming 
the Russian proletariat arid the prpletriat all; ever the world. It is 
important to note that • in Iran, Manchuria;,- and Eastern Europe,'- -the Red 
Army does not aid social revolution^but- rather acts to hold it back . 
The real movement comes from the native -workers-and peasants. ' (Soon¬ 
er or later this can be expected to produce a break on the part of the 
rank-and-file with the Russian -burdcracy and the Red Army will tend 
to split into is component!parts — workers and peasants vs. bourgeois 
elements in the leadership). No matter how acrimonious Gromyko may 
s ound/in the UNO, it is still On the bourgeoisie's basis Of collabor¬ 
ation' 'With them. . Even German capitalism, while physically weakened- 
by the' Red Army, has been propped'up "by- the failure of the Red Army 
to" Make' common cause with ; the exploited and oppressed of Germany, 

For SO years now trie elements' pres sing" forward in the burocracy 
have demonstrated that they bear no progressive relationship to the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. . Nowhere in the. world have they suc¬ 
ceeded or even attempted to extend, it. Iriatevervopportunities pre- . 
santed themselves, they have ignored/or muffed pr .sold out;. At most 
they can fight over & piece of territory.and try to grab off more. , ■ 

• A striking pro©li of pthis bankruptcy was. Stclin's, recent election 
speech. Production, strength,, winning the war, chest'-slapping -- such 
was the tenor of his "report" . But social' .revolution, the proletar¬ 
iat's' special relation ter .the.; means ' of : jr odttef ion f /1^ of - 

production in the SU, all these were, 'disdainfully; 'dismissed/with a 
phrase-. He sounds like the fat boya who bbast; of ; %rielr, ririidn treas¬ 
uries and don't give a hoot for the positive gains of the union in 
the sphere of workers relations with the employers. It is no accid¬ 
ent that the material results alorie’ 1 arid not the. basts of ’ those results 
— the expropriation of the expropriators' -- were stressed' by Stalin. 
He revealed for all the world tq'/S-ee ‘lust ^where the/bur-oorf.cy stands 
on the fundamental achievement of;the- Russian' Revoluttphy 1 

10. . The ; revolutionary working class'does not defend territory or fac¬ 
tories alone. It defends socialist institution^ and relations. Here 
is the clash of interests between the capitalist -elements and the 
masses. A -progressive outcome in this clash'can orily come thru the 
building of a revolutionary Marxist'-party in Russia'and in all other 
countries..'The role of these parties would be.:, in Russia, to lead the 
fight of the toiling masses against the: capitalist elements with in 
the country and- to defend the proletarian dietatprship. with a revol- 
utionaiy-policy; in capitalist countries, to turn the" re.yplutionary 
situations produced by the imperialist war into successful social re¬ 
volutions, Successful revolution means a dictatorship of the prolet¬ 
ariat, elsewhere in the world, an extension of the/social system of. . 
the USSR, 'This will aid thelfussian/proletariat.to fight more,firm- / 
ly-and successfully against the capitalist elements' arid:'Capltplfst 
sector. in Russia and it will s trengthen; trie weight" df; the;; Working 
class forces in the fight against. World; Imperialls/m,: '•-/■/•/;- • f;/. ' : 








